Characterization of murine monoclonal antibodies to phospholipase A2 and mellitin from bee venom.
9 murine monoclonal antibodies (MoAbs), 7 to phospholipase A2 (Pla2; Api m I) and two to mellitin (Api m III) have been produced. Specificities were demonstrated using immunoblotting and enzyme immunoassays (ELISA). Antibodies specific for Pla2 were characterized in detail. Epitope mapping of Pla2-specific MoAbs identified three independent binding regions. 5 selected MoAbs bound to one of these sites compete with specific human IgE. Two of MoAbs characterized are suitable tools to quantify Pla2 in a two-site binding assay.